
Update regarding worship during COVID: Fall / Winter 

 

November 17, 2020 

 

Friends, 

We are continuing to see rising numbers in terms of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations 
throughout our region. As a community of faith, it is our greatest desire to both provide a place 
of spiritual nurture and to do everything that we can to maintain the safety, health, and 
wellbeing of every member. 

The church consistory recently engaged in conversations around whether we can safely 
continue to worship in person or if we are at the point where we need to transition back to all 
virtual services. The plan while COVID numbers remain high: 

• Lower the number of people in the pews - We will reduce the maximum occupancy of 
the sanctuary to 20 members (plus staff worship leaders & crew). 

• Worship online if you can - We would ask for all who are able to please worship online 
so that we can allow space in the sanctuary for those who do not have access to the 
internet. 

• Connect with those who don’t have internet - We will be collecting phone and mailing 
info from those who typically come in person because they do not have internet access. 
This way we can quickly communicate changes and ensure that they receive DVDs of the 
service if needed. 

• Maintain Communication - Please check your emails from the church regularly for 
updates and encourage anyone who may not receive our weekly messages to sign up. 
There is a link labeled “Sign Up for Our Email List” on www.stpaulsfleetwood.org for 
anyone who needs it. 

• All Virtual on 11/29 - On Sunday, November 29th, we will only worship online to reduce 
the chance of potential infections from individual Thanksgiving gatherings making their 
way into the church community. We will mail DVDs to anyone who cannot worship 
online. 

We know that this situation is not ideal; however, we do not want our church to become a 
super-spreader. We will revisit all of these things as infection rates change in either direction 
and will be in touch as new information about regular worship and the Christmas season 
becomes available. 

 

Stay safe, 

Pastor John & the Consistory of St. Paul’s UCC 


